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ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH, 
DORCHESTER. 

(Boston.) 


T  will  not  require  many  words  to  convince 
those  who  regularly  attend  the  services 
at  All  Saints'  Church  of  the  need  of  a 
new  church.  But  for  the  information  of 
those  who  may  be  willing  to  help  us  in 
our  effort  to  increase  the  usefulness  of 
the  parish,  by  the  enlarging  of  our  borders,  it  will  be  well 
to  give  here  a  few  of  the  reasons  for  the  undertaking  in 
which  we  are  engaged. 

I.  In  1887  there  were  218  Communicants.  Now  there 
are  more  than  35P.  But  our  present  church  building  has 
a  seating  capacity  of  350  only,  which  would  not  be  more 
than  enough  for  all  of  our  Communicants.  These  figures 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  therefore,  to  prove  the  need  of  a 
new  church,  if  there  were  no  further  considerations  what- 
ever. 

II.  But  there  are  several  other  important  questions 
involved. 

The  neighborhood,  of  which  All  Saints'  Church  is  the 
geographical  centre,  is  being  built  up  with  phenomenal 
rapidity.  New  streets  are  being  opened  everywhere,  all  of 
which  will  before  long  be  lined  on  either  side  with  occupied 
houses.  Whole  settlements  and  colonies  are  springing  up 
in  every  direction,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  many  Church 
families  are  among  these  people.  Shall  we  have  room 
enough  in  the  church,  or  shall  they  go  elsewhere,  or 
stay  at  home  ?  This  is  the  question  which  lies  at  the 
root  of  the  entire  matter.     If  the  parish   is  not   to  keep 


within  prescribed  limits,  if  it  is  to  do  the  work  which  has 
been  brought  up  to  its  very  door,  it  must  provide  a 
larger  church,  greater  facilities  for  carrying  on  the  work, 
in  short,  a  large  and  liberal  basis  on  which  to  build  the 
larger  and  more  important  parish. 

III.  There  are  in  our  vicinity,  besides  the  Church 
people,  large  numbers  of  men  and  women  who  would 
gladly  come  to  the  church,  if  there  were  room  for  them. 
Perhaps  these  good  people  belong  to  one  of  the  Christian 
denominations  —  of  which  there  are  so  many  —  but  not 
being  near  their  own  churches,  they  can  be  brought  to 
All  Saints'.  Upon  one  condition,  however  —  viz:  that 
there  shall  be  the  possibility  of  offering  them  seats.  If 
a  man  comes  to  church  and  finds  the  church  apparently 
crowded,  he  will  go  somewhere  else  the  following  Sunday. 
But  we  must  have  room  for  him — we  must  make  it. 

IV.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  parish  should  not  be 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  city  of  Boston.  With  a  fine 
church,  parish  house  and  Sunday  school  rooms,  it  will  be. 

God  has  given  us  a  very  important  work  to  do  in  extend- 
ing our  borders,  that  we  may  gather  to  ourselves  many 
who  are  standing  outside,  so  to  speak,  waiting  for  room. 
He  has  imposed  upon  us  a  very  solemn  obligation.  Let 
us  earnestly  strive  to  rise  to  the  height  pointed  out  to  us, 
and  to  fulfil  the  responsibility  that  is  laid  upon  us. 

V.  We  need  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
It  is  a  large  sum,  but  there  are  a  great  many  to  contribute. 
It  will  take  large  amounts,  and  great  effort.  Every  man, 
woman  and  child  can  help  to  raise  the  money,  by  giving 
themselves,  by  asking  others  to  give.  Get  every  one  to 
give  something,  as  much  as  he  or  she  possibly  can. 

VI.  All  Saints'  Church  should  be  above  all  things  a 
memorial  church.  When  we  realize  how  many  dear  ones 
have  gone  from  our  midst  into  Paradise,  there  to  worship 
God  in  His  nearer  presence,  it  must  appeal  to  us  very 
deeply  that  we  are  to  build  an  All  Saints'  Church.  But  it 
must  always  be  the  first  thought  in  building  any  church, 
that  it  is  to  be  a  memorial  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  just  as  within  the  sanctuary  when  it  is  com- 
pleted we  shall  continually  offer  before  God  the  memorial 
of  Christ's  sacrifice  on  Calvary.  Let  us  all  give  the  more 
freely,  then,  in  this  instance,  because  not  only  are  we  to 
build  to  the  honour  and  glory  of  the  King  of  Kings,  but 
also  because  every  stone  that  shall  be  laid  upon  the  walls 


shall  bear  with  it  into  its  place  some  loving  thought  of  a 
saint  at  rest,  whose  life  is  now  builded  securely  and  for- 
ever into  the  walls  of  the  Eternal  Temple  of  the  New 
Jerusalem. 

VII.  Then  let  us  pray  to  God  to  bless  our  undertaking. 
Let  us  pray  first,  last,  and  always ;  for  "  except  the  Lord 
build  the  house,  their  labour  is  but  lost  that  build  it." 

Other  parishes,  and  smaller  ones,  have  begun  and 
completed  churches  larger  and  more  costly  than  this  of 
ours  is  to  be,  parishes  that  were  no  more  able  to  do  so 
than  we  are.  With  courage  and  faith,  and  by  prayer  and 
effort,  we,  too,  can  accomplish  what  others  have  done. 


OLord  our  God,  set  our  hearts  and  souls  to  seek 
Thee,  that  we  may  arise  and  build  Thee  a  Sanc- 
tuary, even  a  House  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Make  us 
wise  and  strong  to  do  it.  The  Lord  be  with  us,  that  we 
may  prosper  and  build  the  House  of  the  Lord  our  God. 
We  ask  it  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.    Amen. 


THE   ARCHITECTS'  DESIGNS. 

N  sending  out  this  little  book  of  sketches 
of  the  proposed  new  Church  for  the 
Parish  of  All  Saints,  it  seems  desirable 
that  a  word  or  two  of  description  should 
be  included  to  show  just  what  has  been 
attempted  in  the  design  and  just  what 
objects  were  in  view. 

During  the  XV.  Century  the  art  of  church  building, 
fostered  by  universal  religious  ardor,  reached  in  England 
the  highest  point  in  its  development.  The  gothic  of  the 
XIII.  Century  in  France  may  be  more  pure,  the  cathe- 
drals of  the  XIV.  Century  in  England  may  be  more 
glorious,  but  for  richness  of  fancy,  beauty  of  detail, 
grace  of  composition  and  dominant  religious  spirit,  the 
minor  parish  churches  of  the  XV.  Century  stand  without 
a  rival. 

Nor  was  the  development  of  parish  church  architecture 
a  growth  to  culmination  followed  by  the  slow  fall  that 
comes  always  when  a  style  has  reached  its  perfection. 
Instead,  we  find  that,  beautiful  as  were  the  results  of  the 
religious  builders  of  the  XV.  Century,  they  themselves 
had  almost  infinite  capacity  for  still  nobler  works. 

Early  in  the  XVI.  Century,  however,  all  progress  in  this 
direction  came  to  an  end.  Churches  were  no  longer  built, 
but  were  destroyed  instead ;  and  although,  under  Charles 
I.  and  again  under  Charles  II.  and  James  II.,  attempts 
were  made  to  restore  to  life  the  beautiful  style  which 
had  been  stamped  out  under  Henry  VIII.  and  Elizabeth, 
the  Protectorate  and  the  German  dynasty  effectually 
put  an  end  to  any  vain  dreams  in  this  direction. 

For  nearly  three  hundred  years  the  history  of  ecclesias- 
tical architecture  has  been  almost  a  blank ;  impulse  and 
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capacity  alike  seemed  wanting.  Simultaneously  with  the 
Oxford  Movement,  however,  came  a  new  life  into  church- 
building  as  well,  and,  although  at  first  many  architects 
who  should  have  known  better  had  been  led  into  trying 
to  ape  the  forms  of  dead  periods  of  English  Gothic 
the  result  being  that  unfortunate  style  known  as  "  Victorian 
Gothic,"  still  a  more  healthy  way  of  looking  at  the  prob- 
lem has  now  become  widespread,  and  people  are  coming 
to  realize  that  if  ecclesiastical  architecture  is  to  be  re- 
stored, we  must  go  back  to  its  destruction  in  the  XVI. 
Century,  not  to  endeavor  to  build  churches  that  shall 
pretend  to  have  been  built  in  that  century,  but  to  gather 
together  the  scattered  strands  of  the  architectural  fabric, 
and  continue  weaving  as  best  we  may  in  order  that  we 
may  complete  that  which  has  waited  three  centuries  for 
its  fulfilment. 

There  can  be  no  vitality  in  an  architecture  which, 
through  its  archaeological  exactness,  pretends  to  belong 
to  another  land  and  century,  or  which  tolerates  to-day  a 
Romanesque  basilica,  to-morrow  an  Early  English  church. 

The  American  Church  is  joint  heir  with  the  English 
Church  of  all  the  history  and  traditions  of  the  Church  in 
England ;  therefore,  to  her  belongs  of  right  that  style 
of  ecclesiastical  architecture  which  was  the  exponent  of 
the  noblest  century  of  Christian  civilization. 

The  designs  now  published  for  All  Saints',  Dorchester, 
are  an  attempt  to  follow  out  these  principles.  No  effort 
has  been  made  to  preserve  all  the  characteristic  lines  of 
a  XV.  Century  church,  with  its  wide,  lofty  aisles,  low 
clere-story  and  extremely  deep  chancel;  instead,  the  plan 
has  been  adapted  to  modern  exigencies,  the  aisles  made 
only  narrow  ambulatories,  the  clere-story  large  and  lofty, 
to  provide  for  memorial  windows.  The  object  has  been 
to  preserve  the  spirit  of  XV.  Century  architecture  without 
copying  its  details. 

The  plans  and  drawings  need  but  few  words  of  ex- 
planation. The  church  consists  of  a  long,  lofty  nave, 
flanked  by  narrow  side  aisles,  all  the  seats  being  arranged 
in  the  nave  itself  so  that  the  altar  may  be  seen  by  every 
one.  All  the  light  comes  from  the  large  windows  in  the 
clere-story,  the  aisles  being  kept  purposely  dark  in  order 
to  give  that  effect  of  space  and  mystery  which  is  so 
lacking  in  the  majority  of  churches,  where  windows  are 
scattered  everywhere.     At  the  west  end  is  a  very  large 


traceried  window,  which  lights  that  portion  of  the  nave 
under  the  tower.  The  chancel  is  unusually  deep  and 
spacious,  while  the  Altar  is  raised  by  ten  steps  above  the 
floor  of  the  nave.  The  window  at  the  east  end  is  raised 
very  high,  in  order  to  leave  space  for  a  reredos.  It  will  be 
rilled  with  very  dark  glass,  so  that  there  will  be  no  dazzling 
glare  of  light  in  the  eyes  of  the  congregation. 

The  church  will  be  built  of  a  seam-faced  granite,  and 
inside,  the  piers  and  arches  will  be  of  a  warm  colored 
sandstone,  the  walls  being  treated  in  rough  plaster.  The 
roof  tresses  and  ceiling  will  be  of  chestnut ;  the  chancel 
furniture  and  pews  of  oak,  stained  a  deep  brown,  like  old 
oak. 

The  Parish  House,  which  adjoins  the  chancel  on  the 
north,  will  contain,  besides  a  large  sacristy  and  choir 
room,  a  large  Guild  hall  and  Sunday  school  room,  to- 
gether with  all  the  subordinate  rooms  necessary  for  a 
large  parish.  It  is  hoped  that  at  some  future  date  it  may 
be  possible  to  acquire  the  adjoining  lot,  for  the  erection 
of  a  rectory,  and  the  present  plan  has  been  so  arranged  as 
to  provide  for  this  possibility.  In  this  event  the  rectory 
would  stand  as  shown  on  the  plan,  near  the  west  end  of 
the  church,  being  connected  with  the  Parish  House  by  an 
open  cloister,  and  with  the  church  by  a  covered  carriage 
porch.  In  this  way  would  be  obtained  a  large  cloister 
close  over  sixty  feet  square. 

The  plans  of  the  church  are  now  practically  complete, 
and  work  may  be  begun  as  early  as  the  spring  opens. 

The  Architects. 
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